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2020 COMPETITIONS & FUNCTIONS
No Club meeting in January 2020
One Minute Competition

From the
President’s Desk

make at least one film for this competition. Grab your camera and start
shooting. Perhaps you’ve recently
Christmas is over and we suddenly travelled to somewhere interesting or
find ourselves in 2020. Was Santa
met a fascinating character you
kind to you? Perhaps he gifted you a might want to make a mini film
new piece of equipment. If so, we’d about. I can’t wait to see the variety
love you to bring it along and show it of films you guys make for this. See
off at one of our meetings. Both the you all then.
end of last year and the start of the
current new year have proved to be
quite challenging. With fires raging Regards
seemingly everywhere, I hope you
have kept safe, especially any of our
President NVM
members that may be travelling
around our currently burning countryside.
Don’t forget there is NO January
meeting.
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Our first meeting of the year will be
held at our regular venue, the Jesmond Neighbourhood Centre on
Wednesday 5th February. Our main
focus for the evening will be screenings of our “1 minute competition”.
Films can be of any genre and any
subject but must be no longer than 60
seconds including any titles or credits. There’s still plenty of time to

Clubs Christmas Party at the Peel’s

Geoff Peel, Laurie
Chesterfield, Bob Cook
and David Elliott

Phil Reynolds
and Margaret
Peel

Laura Owens and
Laurie
Chesterfield

David Elliott,
Geoff Peel and
Mark Owens

The 7 Best Drones for Filmmakers
By Shawn C. Steiner |

One of the most significant filmmaking innovations of the past decade has been the explosion of affordable
drones with high-quality cameras. This has made it possible for nearly anyone to capture stunning aerial
photos and video. The explosion in drones has been seen nearly everywhere, with YouTube videos sporting
awesome shots from the sky and your everyday television and journalism now benefitting from a bird’s-eye
view. Here are seven that we think are great picks for capturing video
.

DJI Mavic 2 Pro
The best consumer drone for filmmaking. Period. Relatively speaking, the Mavic 2 Pro is quite affordable,
considering its feature set—and it is spectacular. Having taken it for a spin in Iceland, I can speak to its
quality, namely brought about by the use of a 20MP 1"-type image sensor that is notably larger than many
competitors’, and a quality Hasselblad lens. What puts this ahead of many other options is the superb implementation of Dlog-M and HLG HDR for high dynamic range recording and 10-bit support. This provides
footage that is suitable for high-end grading and editing applications. This footage should fit in nicely with
cinema cameras. It’s also a very good, compact drone. It can hit 44 mph, fly for 31 minutes, benefits from
OcuSync 2.0 with a 5-mile range, and has ActiveTrack 2.0. It is a complete package.

DJI Mavic 2 Pro

Parrot Anafi
You don’t have to break the bank to get a solid set of video features on an ultra-compact drone. Parrot
proved that with the Anafi. It captures great 4K, has a log recording mode, and uses a high-res 21MP 1/2.4"
sensor that allows for sharp stills and a lossless digital zoom in video. The party trick of the Anafi is an ability to tilt upward, allowing filmmakers to create incredibly unique shots that would be impossible with nearly any other drone. We also found it quite easy to use during our review.

Parrot Anafi 4K Portable Drone

DJI Inspire 2
Time for the big copters to come out. With bigger drones come bigger cameras, and bigger cameras means
bigger sensors and better video. DJI’s Inspire 2 is among the most popular, which makes sense, considering
its capabilities. It’ll hit 58 mph, can support H.265 (HEVC), Apple ProRes, and Cinema DNG formats—all
considered pro-quality options—and the Spotlight Pro tracking mode for advanced flight techniques. It
doesn’t come with a camera, but there are a few choices that’ll get the job done. My pick? The Zenmuse X7
with its Super 35mm sensor and 6K video. It’s a high-end choice that’ll satisfy more demanding filmmakers.

DJI Inspire 2 Quadcopter

Autel EVO
Fold-up drones took off this year, and Autel tossed its EVO into the air. This drone separates itself from direct competition with 4K video at up to 60 fps. Another nice design choice is the built-in 3.3" 720p OLED
right on the included remote controller. It bothers me to have to rely on my phone for most drones, so this is
a super nice bonus for the EVO. It also operates at up to 4.4 miles away and features a 12MP 1/2.3" sensor
to get the job done.

Autel Robotics EVO Quadcopter

DJI Matrice 600
When you want to have your everyday camera take to the skies, you need a serious drone to handle it. DJI
makes such models, though this series starts with the Matrice 600. This moves up to the hexacopter designation and can take off with a 34-lb weight. Yes—you can bring some serious gear up with you. It will
work with Zenmuse systems, but it will excel when you opt for the Ronin-MX and your own cinema camera. This is getting a true cinema camera airborne and can’t be matched in quality. Professionals will want
one of these.

DJI Matrice 600 Pro Hexacopter

Power Vision PowerRay ROV
You thought this was just going to be sky-born drones, didn’t you? Well, I think it’s worth mentioning at
least one device that’ll help you film under the sea. Power Vision has made a fleet of interesting drones, and
the PowerRay ROV is an excellent choice for underwater filmmaking—you don’t even have to worry about
getting wet! Drop it into water from your boat, the dock, or even the edge of your pool and then you can get
started. Working underwater has a lot of issues, so this ROV comes equipped with LED lights and other
features to make it easier. And if you want to do more than just filmmaking, there is an optional fish-finder
module to help you catch the big one that won’t get away.

Power Vision PowerRay Explorer Underwater ROV Kit

DJI Mavic Mini
I wrote above that it’s now possible for nearly anyone to capture stunning aerial footage, and the Mavic

Mini is perhaps the best example of that. It’s tiny and weighs just 249g—meaning non-commercial flyers
do not need to register the drone to fly it. By no means is it the best at video, sporting 2.7K max resolution
at 12MP still shooting but, with good technique, you can certainly squeeze plenty of usable shots out of it
for your short films or vlogs.

DJI Mavic Mini

It’s a perfect beginner drone. There is no super-fancy obstacle avoidance or OcuSync 2.0, meaning you
have to pay more attention to what you are doing. Learn how to fly, understand how wind and other variables impact the drone and its various capabilities, study FAA rules, and then when you are ready upgrade to
a serious model and get your Part 107 license.
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/explora/video/hands-on-review/the-7-best-drones-for-filmmakers

CLUB MEETINGS
WHEN: The first Wednesday of each month at 7.30pm. (Check Club Website)
WHERE: Jesmond Neighbourhood Centre
44 Mordue Parade, Jesmond 2299
CORRESPONDENCE TO:
The Secretary,
Newcastle Video Moviemakers Inc.
311 High Street, Maitland NSW 2320

Email: contact@nvm.org.au
Website: www.nvm.org.au

Committee Meetings: As the Constitution states, there must be at least 3 committee
meetings a year. These meetings will be announced by the president or any committee
member at the monthly club meetings. A committee meeting will be held at a committee
members house. All club members are welcome to attend, however a courtesy call to the
committee member concerned would be appreciated.
DISCLAIMER

In regard to products, services and/or procedures which are either advertised or mentioned in this magazine, members should determine
for themselves the reliability and/or suitability of these products for their own particular requirements. Newcastle Video Moviemakers
inc., cannot accept responsibility for any products or service statement made herein and the opinions or comments by contributors are
not necessarily the views of the club, its committee, its members or the editor.

Location of
NVM Club room
44 Mordue Pd
Jesmond
Neighbourhood
Centre

COPYRIGHT

All articles and photos
appearing in this magazine are subject to Copyright and may not be
reproduced in whole or
part without the author’s consent. Enquiries regarding permission should in the first
instance be directed to
the Editor, Newcastle
Video Moviemakers
Inc.

